
Hospice Preparation Packages
Preparing clients for hospice care of their pets can help them cope better with an impending loss of a 
companion. Detailed end-of-life information packages should be easily available to clients and should 
include:
  

1  Disease sheets with information about the patient’s illness, including end-stage clinical signs.

2  Daily diaries that describe appetite, thirst, urination, defecation, mobility, signs of anxiety, overall happiness, and 
signs of disease, which are important to monitor while a patient is in hospice care because they help determine 
overall quality of life. Veterinarians must educate clients on signs of anxiety and how to gauge happiness (these are 
usually described more appropriately in quality-of-life scales).  

3   Quality-of-life scales (lapoflove.com/Pet_Quality_of_Life_Scale.pdf), which allow the patient to be evaluated daily or 
weekly by more than one person in the family and provide a more accurate evaluation. Make sure to teach clients 
how to correctly use the scale.

4   Trusted adjunctive services (preferably mobile), such as acupuncture, massage, mobile grooming,  
and in-home pet sitting.

5   Local pet-loss groups or grief counselors. (Contact local human hospice providers for a good referral source.)  

6   In-home hospice and euthanasia services (eg, in-home evaluation, rechecks, diagnostics, fluid therapy, bandage 
changes, prescribing/administering medication). Consider a pet sitter who is also a certified veterinary technician.

7   Local emergency clinics. 

8  Specific euthanasia information, including: 

 • When and how to schedule euthanasia at your clinic, and if your clinic offers at-home euthanasia

 •  How to handle an emergency situation when veterinary care is unavailable (eg, “rescue” pain medication to  
get the patient through the night)

 • Aftercare information, including your clinic’s services and prices

 • Services that will pick up the pet at the home

 • Local pet crematories or cemeteries. 
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